Avoiding the Web of Confusion:
‘ Citing /atelrnet Soutces
You can find great information on the Internet for studying, writing a paper, or doing homework.
But even though the material you find there is not taken from a traditional book, you still have to

credit the author when you use it as a reference source in your assignment. Summarized below are
the basic elements, according to standard MLA format, that you need to include in your citation:

©® Name of author or editor, including any appropriate
abbreviations indicating position or title.

® Title of the work. For a short story, article or other
short work, use quotation marks. For a Web site,
Web page, or on-line version of a book, underline.

® Date of electronic publication or posting in this order:
day, month, year.

® Name of sponsoring organization.

©® Date that you accessed the site in this order: day,
month, year.

® The URL <in angle brackets>.

Separate each element of your citation with a period, except

for the access date and URL.

Author's name [Last, First]. “Story title.”
and/or Web site title. Date of Internet
publication. Name of any sponsoring organization.
Date of access <URL>.

...and you're ready to go!

Not every Web page will have all this information available. For instance, professional sites will not always
provide an author or a publication date. Confused? Here are some helpful samples:

Subscription Database:

Henderson, Joan C. "Responding to Natural Disasters: Managing a Hotel in the Aftermath of the Indian
Ocean Tsunami." Tourism & Hospitality Research Nov. 2005: 89-96. EBSCO. Penn Lib.14 Apr.
2006 <http://ebsco.com/>.

Professional Site:
Kentucky.gov. 2006. Commonwealth of Kentucky. 14 Aug. 2006 <http://www.kentucky.gov>.

Newspaper or Magazine Article:
De Lollis, Barbara. "Wi-Fi Spreads on International Flights." USAToday.com 13 June 2005. 14 Oct. 2006
<http://www.usatoday.com/travel/news/2005-06-13-wifi-now-usat_x.htm>.

Online Dictionaries, Encyclopedias and Other Reference Tools:
"George W. Bush." The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition. 2003. Answers.com. 14 May
2006 <http://www.answers.com/topic/george-w-bush>.

Online Boolkk (electronic version of a printed book)=
Carroll, Lewis. Alice's Adventures in Wonderland. New York: Signet Classic, 1960. Bibliomania.com ILitd.
2000. 14 July 2006 <http://www.bibliomania.com/0/0/11/1942>.
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Bll Answers.com topics include an automatic citation
feature. Just press the button.
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